
READING MAKES CENTS • GLOSSARY National 4-H Curriculum

Books To Support  
Curriculum Activities

Books for History of Money Activities
101 Ways to Bug Your Parents, Lee Wardlaw, Scholastic, 2006
That Costs Two Shells, Nancy Loewen, Picture Window Books, 
2006
Follow the Money, Loreen Leedy, Holiday House, 2002
Eyewitness Money (Revised Edition), Joe Cribb, DK Publishing
The Babe and I, David A. Adler, Harcourt Brace, 1999

Optional for Independent Readers:
Lunch Money, Andrew Clements, Scholastic, 2006
Double Fudge, Judy Blume, Dutton, 2005
Just Juice, Karen Hesse, Scholastic, 1998
Children of the Depression, Russell Freeman, Clarion, 2005

Books for Managing Money Activities
From the Mixed Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler, E.L. 
Konigsburg, Aladdin, 1998
The Hard Times Jar, by Ethel Footman Smothers, Farrar, Straus and 
Giroux, 2003
You Can’t Buy a Dinosaur with a Dime, by Harriet Ziefert, Blue 
Apple, 2003
Double Fudge, by Judy Blume, Dutton, 2002
Follow the Money by Loreen Leedy, Holiday House, 2002
A Bargain for Frances, by Russel Hoban, Barnes & Noble 
Publishing, 2005
A Chair for My Mother, by Vera Williams, HarperTrophy, 1984.
Alexander, Who Used to Be Rich Last Sunday, by Judith Viorst, 
Aladdin, 1987
Arthur’s TV Trouble, by Marc Brown, Little Brown, 1995
Chicken Sunday, by Patricia Polacco, Putnam Juvenile, 1998
My Rows and Piles of Coin, by Tolowa M. Mollel, Clarion, 1999
Tough Times, by Barbara Shook Hazen, Viking Press, 1979

Optional for Independent Readers
From the Mixed Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler, E.L. 
Konigsburg, Aladdin, 1998

Books For Earning Money Activities
Owen Foote, Money Man, by Stephanie Greene, Clarion Books, 
2000
Amelia Works It Out, by Marissa Moss, American Girls, 2000
Chicken Sunday, by Patricia Polacco, Putnam Juvenile, 1998

Just Juice, by Karen Hesse, Scholastic, 1998
Lunch Money, by Andrew Clements, Scholastic, 2006
Optional for Independent Readers
Amelia Works It Out, by Marissa Moss, American Girls, 2000
101 Ways to Bug Your Parents, by Lee Wardlaw, Scholastic, 2006
The Great Brain Does It Again, by John D. Fitzgerald, Yearling, 
1975.

Books For Spending Activities
From the mixed up files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler, by E.L. 
Konigsburg, Aladdin, 1998
Alexander, Who Used to Be Rich Last Sunday, by Judith Viorst, 
Aladdin, 1987 
The View from Saturday, by E.L. Konigsburg, Antheneum, 1996
Pigs will Be Pigs, by Amy Axelrod, Aladdin,1997
101 Ways to Bug Your Parents, by Lee Wardlaw, Scholastic, 2006
Follow the Money, by Loreen Leedy, Holiday House, 2002.

Optional for Independent Readers:
The get Rich Quick Club, by Dan Gutman, HarperCollins, 2004

Books For Saving and Investing Money Activities
If You Made a Million, by Davis M. Schwartz, Lothrop, Lee & 
Shepard Book, 1989
Pigs will Be Pigs, by Amy Axelrod, Aladdin, 1997
A Band of Angels: A Story Inspired by the Jubilee Singers, by 
Deborah Hopkinson, Atheneum Books for Young Readers,1999
A Chair for my Mother, by Vera Williams, HarperTrophy, 1984.
Be Patient, Abdul, by Dolores Sandoval, McElderry Books, 1996
My Rows and Piles of Coins written by Tolowa M. Mollel and 
illustrated by E.B. Lewis, Clarion, 1999
The Hard Times Jar, by Ethel Footman Smothers, Farrar, Straus and 
Giroux, 2003
The Toothpaste Millionaire, Jean Merrill, Houghton Mifflin, 2006
Lunch Money, by Andrew Clements, Scholastic, 2005. 

Optional for Independent Readers:
The Babe and I, by David A. Adler, Gulliver Books, 1999

Books For Sharing and Giving Activities
A Band of Angels: A Story Inspired by the Jubilee Singers, by 
Deborah Hopkinson, Atheneum Books for Young Readers,1999
Lunch Money, by Andrew Clements, Scholastic, 2005

Note that some titles repeat across several themes because many 
of the books touch upon a number of financial concepts. 
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Book Formats and Editions
Check your school or public library or inter-library loan to locate books 
used in the curriculum. If books are not available at a local library, they 

should be available from a local or online book retailer.

101 Ways to Bug Your Parents Lee Wardlaw	

A Band of Angels: A Story Inspired by the Jubilee  

Singers Deborah Hopkinson			 

A Bargain for Frances Russel Hoban		

A Chair for My Mother Vera Williams		

A Christmas Carol Charles Dickens		

Alexander Who Used to Be Rich Last Sunday  

Judith Viorst					   

Amelia Works It Out Marissa Moss		

American Coins and Bills Jason Cooper		

Arthur’s TV Trouble Marc Brown Little Brown 	

Barron’s Money $ense for Kids Hollis Page Harman

Be Patient Abdul Dolores Sandoval 		

Better Than a Lemonade Stand Daryl Bernstein 	

Beyond the Lemonade Stand: Starting Small to  

Make It Big! Bill Ranic 				 

Career Ideas for Kids Who Like (Series) Facts on File 

Cash Credit Cards or Checks: A Book About  

Payment Methods Nancy Loewen		

Chicken Sunday Patricia Polacco 			

Children of the Depression Russell Freeman 	

Coming On Home Soon Jacqueline Woodson 	

Double Fudge Judy Blume 			 

Esperanza Rising Pam Muñoz Ryan 		

Eyewitness Money (Revised Edition) Joe Cribb 	
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Follow the Money! Loreen Leedy	 X	 X			 

From the Mixed Up Files of Mrs. Basil E  

Frankweiler EL Konigsburg 	 X	 X	 X	 X	

Holes Louis Sachar	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X

Horrible Harry Goes to the Moon Suzy Kline 	 X	 X	 X		

If You Made a Million Davis M Schwartz 	 X	 X			 

Jackie’s Wild Seattle Will Hobbs	 X	 X			 

Judy Moody Saves the World Megan McDonald	 X	 X			   X

Just Juice Karen Hesse	 X	 X			 

Kids’ Guide to Money Cent$ Keltie Thomas	 X	 X			 

Less Than Zero Stuart J Murphy 	 X	 X			 

Let’s Visit the Bank Maianne Johnson	 X				  

Lunch Money Andrew Clements 	 X	 X	 X		  X

Mama’s Bank Account Kathryn Forbes 	 X	 X		  X	

Max Malone Makes a Million Charlotte Herman 	 X	 X			 

Max’s Money Teddy Slater 	 X	 X			 

Millions Frank Cottrell Boyce 	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X

Money Money Money: The Meaning of the Art and  

Symbols on United State Paper Currency Nancy  

Winslow Parker	 X	 X			 

Money: A Rich History Jon Anderson 		  X			 

My Rows and Piles of Coin Tolowa M Mollel 	 X	 X			 

Neale S Godfrey’s Ultimate Kids’ Money  

Book Nealy S Godfrey 	 X	 X			 

Once Upon a Company Wendy Anderson Halprin 	 X				  

Owen Foote Money Man Stephanie Greene	 X	 X			 

Ox-Cart Man Donald Hall 	 X	 X	 X	 X	

Pigs Will be Pigs Amy Axelrod	 X	 X			 

Room One Andrew Clements	 X	 X	 X		

Slugger’s Car Wash Stuart J Murphy	 X	 X			 
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Small Steps Louis Sachar 	 X	 X	 X		  X

Take Action! A Guide to Active Citizenship Marc  

Kielburger and Craig Kielburger 		  X			 

That Costs Two Shells Nancy Loewen 	 X				  

The Babe and I David A Adler 	 X	 X			 

The Boys of San Joaquin D James Smith 	 X	 X			 

The Get Rich Quick Club Dan Gutman 	 X	 X	 X		

The Great Brain Does It Again John D Fitzgerald 	 X	 X			 

The Hard Times Jar Ethel Footman Smothers 	 X				  

The Kid’s Guide to Money Steve Otfinoski 	 X	 X			 

The Kid’s Guide to Social Action: How to Solve the  

Social Problems You Choose-And Turn Creative  

Thinking into Positive Action (Revised Edition) Barbara A  

Lewis Pamela Espeland and Caryn Pernu 		  X			 

The Kids’ Money Book Jamie Kyle McGillian		  X			 

The Million Dollar Kick Dan Gutman 	 X	 X	 X		

The Money Tree Sarah Stewart 	 X	 X	 X		

The Monster Money Book Loreen Leedy 	 X	 X			 

The Penny Pot Stuart J Murphy	 X	 X			 

The Table Where the Rich People Sit Byrd Baylor	 X	 X			 

The Toothpaste Millionaire Jean Merrill 	 X	 X		  X	

The Usborne Book of Collecting Things Kate Needham 	 X	 X			 

The View from Saturday E L Konigsburg 	 X	 X	 X		  X

Tight Times Barbara Shook Hazen 	 X	 X		  X	 X

Walking to the Bus Rider Blues Harriette Gillem Robinet 	 X				  

Yang the Eldest and His Odd Jobs Lensey Namioka	 X	 X			 

You Can’t Buy a Dinosaur with a Dime Harriet Ziefert 	 X	 X 			 

Book Formats and Editions


